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Aims of this morning…

• Have fun with your child/children and get a feel for the kinds of 
experiences they get here at our school.

• Become more aware of how and why we take such a strong stance 
when it comes to teaching internet safety.

• To give you some hints and tips for things you might try at home to 
support your child with safer internet use.

• To ask questions about our curriculum.



It won’t happen to us here…

• The internet has changed life beyond recognition.

• There are so many positive, powerful things that come from using 
the internet.

• We also need to be aware of the dangers and coach our children in 
order to protect them from the dangers the internet can bring.

• Talking to our children and ensuring we are aware of what they are 
accessing on the internet is the best tool at our disposal.



Anyone recognise this story?





Anyone recognise this young man?



Most popular apps amongst teens in 2018



How easy is it to find information online?

• Just as an example based on the 

recent case of vegan extremism in 

Devon, I decided to type in “I hate 

meat eaters” into Google. This is 

potentially something a child could 

type…

• The top three search items contain 

strong viewpoints on veganism, as 

well as swearing….



How easy is it to find information online?

The top site on the search engine is an 

article from a newspaper’s website.

However, the text is quite vociferous in 

its views!



How easy is it to find information online?

The next searches came from Reddit, which is a 

news / chat based website. 

It is made up of subreddits, which say what the 

content of that page is e.g. r/vegan is for people 

who wish to post and comment about veganism. 

There is also r/antivegan…

It is pretty unregulated – each subreddit has a 

moderator but that moderator chooses which 

posts are banned and which are not.

Reddit prides itself on users having the 

right to free speech, no matter the 

content…



How easy is it to find information online?



Is this extremism?

• In a simple word…no.

• However, with unfiltered or unlimited access to the 

internet, there is potential for anyone to access enough 

extreme information or discover places online where 

there are like-minded people. 

• If this continues, anyone could become radicalised to 

an extreme point of view…



Radicalisation

Sophie Elms

Elliot Rodger 



So what can we do?

Monitor Teach



What are we doing to help keep children 
safe in school?



Monitoring online activity:

Things to think about at home:

• Do children have unlimited access to the internet, including 

YouTube?

• If your children have log-ons for website, do you know the 

passwords?

• Have you looked at parental controls on your devices?

• Do you know how to check what your children have been 

searching for?



The internet is an amazing thing…


