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INTENT
At Hennock Primary School, our Forest School curriculum is designed to provide all pupils with regular, high-quality outdoor learning experiences that develop their knowledge, practical skills and personal development over time.
We aim to ensure that pupils:
· Develop secure knowledge of the natural world, including seasonal change, biodiversity, sustainability and key concepts such as fire safety and plant identification
· Acquire and progressively build practical outdoor skills, including shelter building, tool use, fire lighting and outdoor cooking
· Become resilient, confident and independent learners who are willing to take risks, learn from challenge and reflect on their experiences
· Build strong communication and collaboration skills through shared, purposeful activity
· Develop a strong sense of place, understanding their role in caring for the local environment
Our Forest School curriculum is carefully sequenced so that pupils build progressively on prior learning, revisiting key knowledge and skills and applying them with increasing independence over time. 
Learning is rooted in a balance of explicit teaching and child-led exploration, ensuring that pupils gain essential knowledge and skills while also developing curiosity, creativity and a lifelong respect for the natural world.



IMPLEMENTATION
Forest School sessions at Hennock take place offsite at Methley Meadows in Teign Village. Every child attends twenty sessions per year, with each session lasting two and a half hours. Children are taught in key stages: EYFS (Preschool and Reception) join KS1 in the morning, while KS2 access the provision in the afternoon. Sessions run every other Wednesday.
All children are encouraged to explore, develop and embrace the full range of learning opportunities the site provides. Alongside developing their outdoor learning skills, pupils are supported to appreciate the natural environment, recognising the beauty, wildlife and seasonal changes within the rural setting, building secure knowledge of the natural world over time.

Play is a central element of each Forest School session. Children have the freedom to use their imagination, express creativity, and develop key interaction skills such as turn-taking, active listening, negotiation, resolving disagreements and making decisions. Mindfulness is also embedded within the approach, with children encouraged to be present in the moment and enjoy their experiences in all weather conditions.
Appropriate clothing is essential, and rigorous health and safety procedures are in place. Sessions are led by a trained Forest School Leader and supported by school staff. Outdoor learning opportunities are also provided on our school site and through trips to enhance all areas of the curriculum.
Children’s interests, combined with the rich natural resources of the woodland, are used to stimulate creative thinking, problem-solving and skill development. Learning is carefully sequenced so that pupils build progressively on prior knowledge and skills. Specific outdoor skills are explicitly taught, including fire lighting and safety, outdoor cooking, shelter building, plant identification, foraging and aspects of land management.
Key knowledge and concepts (such as the fire triangle, plant identification and ecological understanding) are revisited regularly, enabling pupils to recall and apply this learning in different contexts.
A core principle of Forest School is to promote environmental awareness and sustainability. Children learn about respect and responsibility for the natural world, including conservation and regenerative practices that support thriving biodiversity. Wherever possible, reclaimed, recycled and sustainable materials are used to develop and maintain the Forest School site. Children are also taught to take natural resources only when they are abundant, and to show gratitude for what the land provides.
Appropriate technology may be used to enhance learning, such as the Merlin birdsong app or plant identification tools like PlantNet or the RHS App.
Staff work closely with the Forest School Leader, and there are many opportunities for the wider school curriculum to be enriched through nature-based play and Forest School activities. At other times, the Forest School curriculum explicitly teaches outdoor skills and knowledge.
Over time, pupils are supported to apply their learning with increasing independence, selecting appropriate tools, techniques and strategies with reduced adult support.
The document below outlines the progression of these skills and the knowledge children will acquire by the end of key stages in their primary school journey.

	SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE
	EYFS
	YEARS 1 & 2
	YEARS 3 & 4
	YEARS 5 & 6

	SHELTER BUILDING
	Introduction of basic shelter building with support; creating warmth, keeping dry, staying safe.

Creating habitats/ mini-dens for creatures.
	Construction of tripod structures with support, then with greater independence. 

Erect a lean to shelter with support, then with greater independence. 

Introduction to lashing and frapping techniques to make frames.

	Design and build varying sized shelters (including tipi) using tarpaulin and materials from the woodland.

Work successfully as a group, having considered and evaluated each members’ contributions. 

Compare and evaluate the shelter in relation to their sturdiness, durability, weatherproofing and developing critical thinking skills to evaluate, reflect and adapt.
	Shelter building challenge (including camouflage)- revising the different ways to build a structure.

Work successfully as a group, having considered and evaluated each members’ contributions. 

Compare and evaluate the shelter in relation to their sturdiness, durability, weatherproofing and developing critical thinking skills to evaluate, reflect and adapt.

	USING TOOLS
	Introduction to tools-peelers for whittling, hammers, mallets, trowels, forks.
	Continuation of the use of basic tools- cutting of string, peeler for whittling, bow saw for cutting discs, use of larger ropes.
	Continuation of use of tools in KS1 whilst including loppers, secateurs, shave horse, palm drill and hand brace drill.
	Continuation of use of tools in LKS2 whilst including whittling knife.

Using knife skills to make a spatula or knife from wood.

	KNOTS
	Practise of threading and weaving through Eye of the God activity. 
	Introduction of stopper knot, overhand knot and half hitch to attach structures to trees.

Lashing and frapping techniques to make frames.

Weaving skills through Eye of the God activity.  
	Introduction of cow hitch.

Developing independence with lashing and frapping techniques. 

Extend weaving skills through Nordic weaving activities.
	Selecting the correct knot for the job.

Extending weaving skills with macrame weaving. 

	ECOLOGY AND LAND MANAGEMENT OF SITE
	Plant spring bulbs and wildflowers on the site, learn about the importance of attracting pollinators and increasing wildlife.

Practise and reinforce safety when foraging (picking and using/eating) plants- only to be done with an adult with strong plant knowledge. 

Explore the minibeasts on site and their preferred habitats.

Exploring weather and the changing seasons.
	Plant spring bulbs and wildflowers on the site, learn about the importance of attracting pollinators and increasing wildlife.

Practise and reinforce safety when foraging (picking and using/eating) plants- only to be done with an adult with strong plant knowledge.

Explore the minibeasts on site and their preferred habitats.

Exploring weather and the changing seasons. 

Learning meaning of terms ecosystem, biodiversity.

Begin to develop understanding of mycelium and the networks/ connections underground. Begin to learn about soil health and the microbes and ecosystems within soil.

Plant trees on site.

Explore why parts of the site are mown and parts left un-mown.
	Continue and build on all previous learning. Contribute to developing the Forest Garden on site, learning about the different layers in a Forest Garden and how they all interact and are beneficial to one another. 

Promote and develop a sense of responsibility to care for an maintain the land. Learning about regenerative practises to promote soil health and enhance biodiversity.

Develop gardening skills such as mulching, pruning and weeding.

Compare the different habitats on site and explore what you would expect to find, what is not on site and how it can be encouraged. 

Contribute to and maintain a standing deadwood pile and in time a dead hedge to promote greater wildlife.

Contribute to building bat, small bird and owl boxes.


	FIRE
	Observe and talk about fire lighting procedures and fire safety.

Observe food being cooked on the fire.
	Contribute to gathering fuel and fire lighting procedures. 

Observe food being cooked on the fire.

Practise fire lighting safety.

Know the elements needed for starting a fire; fuel, oxygen and heat- the fire lighting triangle.
	Use a flint and steel.

Light a fairy fire and keep it going. Light cotton wool. 

Cook food on the fire with support.
	Prepare and light a campfire with supervision. 

	COOKING OUTDOORS
	Follow fire safety guidance.

Follow simple recipes to make homemade lemonade.
	Follow fire safety guidance.

Follow recipes to make nettle pancakes and support ideas of healthy eating and foraging for food.
	Follow fire safety guidance.

Follow recipes to make nettle pancakes, wild garlic pesto, flat breads and apple crumble and support ideas of healthy eating and foraging for food.
	Follow fire safety guidance.

Follow recipes to make nettle pancakes, wild garlic pesto, flat breads and apple crumble and support ideas of healthy eating and foraging for food.

	FLORA AND FAUNA
	Recognising key plants and trees on the site, including but not restricted to, bramble, dock, nettle, dandelion, daisy.

Explore plant anatomy; stem, stalk, leaf, petal, root, trunk, seed, fruit.

Spot common birds including, but not restricted to, robin, pigeon and magpie.

Name common minibeasts including, but not restricted to, woodlouse, ladybird, ant, earthworm, snail, spider and butterfly.

Identify frog and tadpole.
	Building on EYFS knowledge to include, but not restricted to, snowdrop, grape hyacinth, bluebell, daffodil, holly, oak, hazel and willow.

Explore plant anatomy; deciduous and evergreen.

Spot common birds including, but not restricted to, bluetit, sparrow, crow.

Name common minibeasts including, but not restricted to, beetle, earwig, centipede, slugs.

Identify frog, newt, tadpole, slowworm, lizard, snake.

Introduce folklore and beneficial properties of key plants such as plantain, cleaver and wild garlic.
	Continue to develop knowledge of plants on site to include, but not restricted to, plantain, wild garlic, cow parsley, turkey tail mushroom, field mushroom, sorrel, clover, ivy, sedges grass, apple, pear, plum, jack-by-the-hedge, cleaver, moss, lichen, fern, clover, hawthorn, elder, buttercup, celandine. 

Remind children of the risks of hemlock, lords and ladies and foxglove. 

Reinforce life cycle of a plants.

Spot common birds including, but not restricted to, woodpecker, nuthatch, jay, house martin, swallow.

Introduce folklore and beneficial properties of key plants such as plantain, cleaver and wild garlic.

Explore signs that wildlife has been on site; prints, droppings, soil disturbance etc. 

Use books, spotter sheets and appropriate technology to identify and classify characteristics of different species of creatures and plants looking at colour, patterns, shapes, size, habitats etc.

	SEASONAL MARKERS- ART AND CRAFT, STORIES AND SONGS
	Autumn Equinox (Mabon) and Samhain
· Eye of the God weaving- Day of the Dead
· Apples for juicing and cooking

Winter Solstice (Yule) and Imbolc
· Migration of birds
· Hibernation of dormice, bats and hedgehogs
· Evergreen decorations for Christmas


Spring Equinox (Ostara) and Beltane
· The Very Hungry Caterpillar- healthy eating, chopping/ grating

Summer Solstice (Litha) and Lammas
· Water
· Staying safe in the sun
· Crafting with sheep wool
· 

All sessions include a welcome and goodbye song alongside seasonal songs, stories and rhymes. 
	Autumn Equinox (Mabon) and Samhain
· Eye of the God weaving- Day of the Dead
· Apples for juicing and cooking
· Whittling a marshmallow stick and embossing a leather handle with child’s name.

Winter Solstice (Yule) and Imbolc
· Making Earth Candles- gratitude of the days lengthening and the soil warming
· Evergreen decorations for Christmas

Spring Equinox (Ostara) and Beltane
· Cooking with nettle and wild garlic
· The Crown by Emily Knaff- making rubbish and nature crowns

Summer Solstice (Litha) and Lammas
· Baking flatbreads
· Making grass lanterns
· Transition- supporting Y6 with reflections and goodbyes

All sessions include a welcome and goodbye song alongside seasonal songs, stories and rhymes.





IMPACT
Through Forest School, pupils develop secure knowledge, practical skills and positive learning behaviours over time.
Pupils demonstrate:
· Secure knowledge of the natural world, including seasonal change, biodiversity, sustainability, fire safety and plant identification, which they are able to recall and apply in different contexts
· Proficiency in practical outdoor skills, such as shelter building, tool use, fire lighting and outdoor cooking
· The ability to work collaboratively and communicate effectively, showing respect, negotiation and shared problem-solving
· Increased confidence, resilience and motivation, particularly when faced with challenge
· A strong sense of place and environmental responsibility, understanding their role in caring for the natural world
· The capacity to apply learning with increasing independence, selecting appropriate tools, techniques and strategies without adult direction

How we know pupils are learning and remembering more
We evaluate the impact of our Forest School curriculum through a combination of low-stakes, observation-based assessment, pupil voice and the consistent application of knowledge and skills over time.
1. Progression of knowledge and skills
· Staff use the progression map to ensure pupils are building progressively on prior learning and reaching expected end points
· Pupils demonstrate increasing competence and independence in key areas such as tool use, shelter construction and fire safety

2. Retrieval and application of knowledge
· Pupils are able to recall key concepts (e.g. fire triangle, plant identification, safety procedures) and apply them in practical contexts
· Previously taught knowledge and skills are revisited and used independently over time

3. Informed professional judgement
· Staff make informed professional judgements based on: 
· Observations of pupils in sessions
· Pupil responses and discussion
· The quality and independence of outcomes over time

4. Pupil voice
· Regular reflection through structured prompts enables pupils to: 
· Articulate what they have learned
· Reflect on their progress
· Identify what they enjoy and feel proud of

5. Observable behaviours and attitudes
· Pupils show increased: 
· Confidence and independence
· Willingness to take appropriate risks
· Engagement and sustained focus
· Ability to collaborate effectively with others

6. Transfer of learning
· Pupils apply key skills such as problem-solving, teamwork and resilience across the wider curriculum and in school life
· Developing knowledge of the natural world supports learning in subjects such as science and geography

7. Inclusion and engagement
· All pupils access Forest School regularly and demonstrate high levels of engagement and participation 
· The practical and inclusive nature of Forest School supports pupils with a wide range of needs to succeed
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