Hennock Primary School Newsletter

Message from the Head
Dear Parents,

Can you believe that we are close to finishing our first half term? A few reminders and
updates from me before we head into a well-deserved break.

Parent Voice Coffee Morning - Reminder

A reminder that our first Parent Voice Coffee Morning will take place on:

[['] Monday 19th October 2026



() 9:00am - 10:00am

f Oak Room

This is an opportunity for parents and carers to hear about our priorities for the year ahead,
ask questions and share ideas. We will also be taking parents on a short tour of the school.

Whether you are new to Hennock or have been part of our community for many years, we
would love to welcome you.

If you are unable to attend but would still like to share your thoughts or suggest topics for
future meetings, please complete our form: Parent Voice - Henncock — Fill in form?

Welcoming Robyn Harvey
| shared the good news that Robyn Harvey will be joining our team after the half-term break.

Although Robyn has not officially started in school yet, she has already begun working
behind the scenes to support a smooth transition and is looking forward to becoming part of
the Hennock community. We are delighted to have her join us and know that parents and
children will make her feel very welcome when she starts after half term in Saplings.

Thank You to Lynda Cooper

| would also like to take the opportunity to thank Lynda Cooper, who has stepped down from
her role as Parent Governor.

Lynda has dedicated many years to supporting Hennock School and has been a steadfast
advocate for our children, families and staff. Her commitment and passion for the school
have made a significant difference, particularly during a period of considerable change. On
behalf of the school community, | would like to thank Lynda for everything she has done.

Could You Be Our Next Parent Governor?

With Lynda's departure, we now have a vacancy for a Parent Governor on our Local Advisory
Committee.

Further information will be sent separately. If you are interested and would like an informal
conversation about what the role involves, please do get in touch. | would be very happy to
discuss the position and answer any questions you may have.

| wish you all a lovely half-term when we get there.

lhttps://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yQ0V4 SecOWRRGeMKx2k YKUvV]j tzJBpHZTIOf
oNZtUQkdRQkJDTEXLU1hFQjVUUENQSDdCRFE50S4u



https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yQ0V4_Sec0WRRGeMKx2k_YKUvVj_tzJBpHZTIOfoNZtUQkdRQkJDTExLU1hFQjVUUENQSDdCRFE5OS4u

Many thanks,

Anthony Arnold.
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School Attendance

A huge thank you to all of our families for supporting strong attendance so far this year. We
are delighted that our current whole-school attendance is 98.2%, which is an excellent figure
and a fantastic start to the academic year. Well done, everyone. Let's keep adding those
puzzle pieces together! To celebrate our achievements, we have our whole school tracker in
our window so that visually see how well we are doing.

Attendance this fortnight:
Whole School 98.1%

Ash 99.9%

Birch 96.6%

Willows 98.1%

Admissions policy for 2027-28: Annual Consultation



Along with all other schools and academies in Devon, we are consulting on an admission
policy for 2027-28. The Local Authority is also consulting on its admission arrangements. You
are invited to look at the proposal new policies which are based on policies for this year and
next year and to have your say on them.

Our proposed policy is on our admission page and you can see all policies at
http://devon.cc/schoolpolicy Further information is here:
www.devon.gov.uk/admissionarrangementsThe consultation runs until 16 January 2026.
Policies will be determined by the end of February and published in the same places by 15
March next year. You can comment at schoolsadmissionpolicy-mailbox@devon.gov.uk or by
emailing the school

Attendance Matters
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Key contacts and useful links



Front Door (formerly MASH) main number: 0345 155 1071
Children’s Social Care Emergency Duty Team (out of hours) — 0845 6000 388
Front Door email: mashsecure@devon.gov.uk?

Our Safeguarding Lead is Anthony Arnold and our Deputy Safeguarding Lead is Maugan
Collins. If you are concerned about a child’s wellbeing, please contact the school or in non-
school hours contact Front Door (formally known as MASH) on

0345 155 1071

Online Safety - parent advice

With concerns about escalating screen time, the impact of violence, unexpected costs and
interloping strangers, it can be tempting for parents and carers to lock down video games to
limit possible negative impacts on youngsters. While some sensible boundaries are certainly
helpful, they're only a short-term solution for how we can guide children towards better
gaming health.

In this guide, you'll find tips on helping children to avoid potential risks stemming from
screen time, simulated violence and interaction with strangers.

This advice is taken from the National College.

2mailto:mashsecure@devon.gov.uk
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Ash Class

It has been another busy and exciting couple of weeks in KS2, with lots of fantastic learning
taking place across the curriculum!

In Forest School, the children thoroughly enjoyed exploring the outdoor environment,
building dens and working collaboratively. They were also very excited to learn how to safely
use simple tools to create their own leather key rings, showing great care, patience and
responsibility throughout the process.

In English, we have been completing our final pieces of writing, using all of the skills we have
practised over the unit including the use of clauses and precise vocabulary to build the scene.
It has been wonderful to see the children applying their knowledge independently and

taking pride in their finished work. Using the text, 101 ways to be a Superhero as a



foundation, the children have written instructional pieces on how to escape school, become
an ethereal legend and an legami collected among many other fabulous ideas.

In Maths, we have successfully completed our Place Value unit and have now moved on to
Addition and Subtraction. The children have shown increasing confidence with number
concepts and are ready for the new challenges ahead.

Our Art project has focused on creating mixed-media beetles inspired by Pop Art. The
children have explored colour, pattern and texture to produce some vibrant and creative
pieces of artwork.

In History, we have been learning about the important roles people played during World War
II. The children stepped into the shoes of individuals such as air wardens and wrote
thoughtful postcards home, helping them to understand what life may have been like during
this period.

Our Science learning has involved some fascinating investigations mainly focused around
forces using a Newton Meter. In PE, we have continued developing our rugby skills, focusing
on line-outs and kicking techniques. The children showed excellent teamwork,
determination and sportsmanship throughout the lessons.

Finally, in Music, we have been exploring Samba rhythms and continuing to layer the
different rhythms played on different instruments on top of one another.

We hope you all have a wonderful weekend and look forward to another exciting week of
learning ahead! @



Birch Class

It has been another busy and exciting week in class, with lots of fantastic learning taking
place across the curriculum!

In Forest School, the children thoroughly enjoyed exploring the outdoor environment,
building dens and working collaboratively. They were also very excited to learn how to safely
use tools to create their own leather key rings, showing great care, patience and
responsibility throughout the process.

In English, we have been completing our final pieces of writing, using all of the skills we have
practised over the unit. It has been wonderful to see the children applying their knowledge
independently and taking pride in their finished work. They have written individual
instructional guides of how to care for birds, writing step by step instructions of how to
make fat balls and including lots of interesting facts about birds.

In Maths, we have successfully completed our Place Value unit using number to 1, 000 and
have now moved on to Addition and Subtraction where children will be learning a variety of
methods to solve problems using these operations.

Our Art project has focused on creating mixed-media beetles inspired by Pop Art. The
children have explored colour, pattern and texture to produce some vibrant and creative
pieces of artwork.



In History, we have been learning about the important roles people played during World War
Il. The children stepped into the shoes of individuals such as air wardens and wrote
thoughtful postcards home, helping them to understand what life may have been like during
this period.

Our Science learning has involved some fascinating investigations. One experiment used
eggs submerged in different liquids to represent what can happen to our teeth over time.
The children made careful observations and predictions, developing their scientific enquiry
skills while learning about looking after their bodies.

In PE, we have continued developing our rugby skills, focusing on line-outs and kicking
techniques. The children showed excellent teamwork, determination and sportsmanship
throughout the lessons.

Finally, in Music, we have been exploring playing the xylophone. The children have been
composing their own ostinato patterns and learning two well-known songs, demonstrating
enthusiasm and growing musical confidence.

We hope you all have a wonderful weekend and look forward to another exciting week of
learning ahead! @

Willows and Reception Class




What a busy and exciting week we have had in Willow Class! The children have been working
incredibly hard across all areas of the curriculum.

In Year 1 and 2 we have started a new Maths topic focusing on addition and subtraction
within 20. The children have been exploring fact families and developing their understanding
of parts and wholes. In English, the children have independently written the final part of our
Oi Fly! story. We have been so impressed with how hard they have worked on their writing,
showing fantastic effort and independence. It has been lovely to see them putting their
ideas into words and using what they have learnt to create their own story endings. In DT
this week, the children explored different ways to make axles and investigated how these
could help wheels turn on a vehicle. They used their discoveries to design their own
wheeled vehicles, which they will be building next week. We are looking forward to seeing
their designs come to life! Reception also joined in with our wheeled vehicle theme, using
junk modelling to create their own designs. It was wonderful to see the children exploring
different materials and using their imaginations to bring their ideas to life!

Reception have also been enjoying the story Mrs Armitage on Wheels. We shared the story
together and acted it out before the children designed and drew their own bikes. They came
up with lots of fantastic ideas for useful additions to their bikes, showing great imagination
and creativity. In Reception Maths, our focus has been on the numbers 1, 2 and 3. The
children have been practising recognising these numbers, subitising (knowing how many
objects there are without counting them one by one) and counting accurately up to 3.

Despite the rain, Willow Class had a fantastic time at Forest School last week! We collected
lots of sticks and enjoyed sorting them by size. We also used some of the sticks we had
collected to make fishing rods, which we took to the stream for some imaginative play. The
children had lots of fun exploring and experimenting with their creations. We also enjoyed
playing Eagle Eye.

Have a lovely weekend!






Saplings

We have had a lovely couple of weeks in Preschool!

We enjoyed a very special final week with Debbie, making the most of our time together
before we said goodbye. This week, we have had a fun-filled week with Marie, who has
settled in beautifully with the children.

Our theme at the moment is Autumn, and we have been exploring all the wonderful colours
and changes that we can see around us. We have been getting creative with our autumn-
coloured paints, including making beautiful butterflies using a folding technique. The
children enjoyed watching the paint spread and discovering how folding the paper created a
symmetrical butterfly.

One of our favourite books this week has been Little Acorn, which has helped us learn all
about the life cycle of an oak tree, from a tiny acorn growing into a magnificent oak tree.

Our biggest highlight, however, has been baking cupcakes! The children loved helping to
weigh and count the ingredients and were fascinated by what happened when we mixed
everything together. We talked about different ingredients, including solids and liquids, and
what happens when things melt and change as they are heated. Of course, the best part was
taking home our delicious cupcakes!

We have also made the most of the lovely autumn weather, spending time playing in the
playground and enjoying lots of opportunities for physical play. The children have
particularly enjoyed riding the bikes on the pitch, developing their confidence, balance and
coordination while having lots of fun.

Have a wonderful weekend



Toddler Group!
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the Preschool.

Come and join us for tea and cakeI
£1.50 per session. :

We look forward
to Welcoming you &
to Hennock
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Toddler group joins the Preschool in the school hall. Activities include painting, mark making,
playdough sand and water play.

All are very welcome, join us for a chat, some craft, and very importantly, tea for your adult!

Running from 9.15-10:30am every Tuesday morning.

Tell your friends and family to spread the word.

£1.50 a session. Hennock Primary school. Please call or email if you have any questions;
adminhennock@thelink.academy

01626 833233.

We look forward to welcoming you to our school.




PTFA Message

A Brilliant Barn Dance We are absolutely thrilled to announce that this year's Barn Dance
was a phenomenal success, raising an incredible £5,000 for the school!

Despite a very sharp rain shower just before the doors opened, the weather cleared up to be
lovely all evening, and the brief rain certainly did not dampen anyone's enthusiasm. It was
fantastic to see a completely full barn with so many people enjoying the dancing, food, drink
and children's activities. It was lovely to see all ages enjoying themselves. A particular
highlight this year was the hot desserts, with the homemade apple crumble and bread and
butter pudding from Linda Harvey’s kitchen proving exceptionally popular.

We would like to extend a huge thank you to Keith and Hilary Harvey for so generously
allowing us to use their barn once again. Cleaning out the barn and making it available is a



major undertaking without which our event would be impossible. An equally big thank you
goes to all the amazing volunteers who made the evening such a triumph. We had a larger
team of volunteers this year, which made the whole event run incredibly smoothly and feel
much more manageable for everyone involved. The evening was such a success that we are
already beginning discussions to plan next year's dance!

Upcoming PTFA Meeting — Please Join Us Our next PTFA meeting will be held on Monday,
19 October, immediately after school.

The Hennock PTFA Team

Communications Team




Stars of the week

9th October

Star of the week:

Ash: Albert Birch: Ruby Willows: Alma
BC: Alana ASC: Lucy

Pride of school: Maddie

16th October

Star of the week:

Ash: Olivia Birch: Zavier Willows: Spencer
BC: Spencer ASC:

Pride of school: Maddie

Key Dates
PE with Mr Pierce Every Monday, Willows, Birch and Ash
Willows, extra PE every Tuesday

Ash and Birch, extra PE every Thursdays

¢ Monday 19th October, 9am - 10am - Parent Voice Coffee Morning

e Half Term

e 12th November Tempest Photography (individuals and siblings)

e 16th November (week commencing) Bikeability

e 20th November Flu Vaccine visit

Forest School for the whole school, EYFS and KS1 in the morning KS2 in the afternoon.

21st October



11th November
25th November

9th December

For Your Information

OCTOBER > TERM
CRASH COURSES

26th-30th OCTOBER

2X VENUES, 30 MINS
PER LESSON

" ? Harcombe House, Chudleigh
| Stages 1-5
4:30pm 6:00pm
= 30 minute lessons
J Max 6 swimmers per class
i
\

B 13 ratio for Stages 1& 2
£B Private lessons from £28.99/day
& Free parking

FROM
£12.50 PER
LESSON!

y
? NR Cullompton | EX15

Stages -4

8:30am-10:00am
= 30 minute lessons
Max 4 swimmers per class
£8 Private lessons from £27/day
& Free parking

J

NOW OFFERING DAY BOOKINGS!
Can't make all 5 days?
You can now book individual sessions!
£5 OFF when booking all 5 @7

info@kingfisheractivities.couk / 07814480650

Book individual days via our online booking system
Learn to Swim with Kingfisher Activities
www.kingfisheractivities.co.uk

%B

@STOVER'SCHOOL? NEWTON ABBOT
MONDAY/26 = FRIDAY;30/{0CTOBER'2026

MONSTER MASH
MONDAY
Sports (Morning)
Halloween Ice Breakers §
Ghost Hunter Dodgeball

|| Frightening Football

Afternoon
Pumpkin Carving

Halloween Woodland
Games & Blind Tras
Nean Dodgeball
with James the
Friendly Ghost!

WITCHCRAFT
WEDNESDAY

Sports (Morning)
Ghost Hunter
Dodgeball

Ghooley Benchball
Haunted Hockey

Halloween
Ice Breakers

Haunted Hockey
Frightening Football

Afternoon

Spooky
Mini Golf

It's a Knockout
Gladiator Battles
Tombie Escape
Team Inflatable
Challenges

Zombie Escape
Team Inflatable
Challenges

FANG-TASTIC
FRIDAY
Sports (Morning)

Ghooley
Benchball

Haunted Hockey
Zombie 3-Ball

Halloween Ice Breaker
Frightening Football
Ghost Hunter
Dodgeball
Afternoon

Fancy Dress Party
Thriller Dance Routine
Inflatables & Games

Halloween
Woodland Games
&Blind Trails
Spooky
Mini Golf

> Spooky sports, creepy crafts and a monsteramount of fun!
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Young people are offered
the following vaccines in
secondary school:

m School year offered Diseases protected against

" Protects against flu, which
Flu vaccine Anntal vacoine offered o all can lead to acute bronchitis

in Years 7 to 11 .
and pneumonia

HPV related cancers such as
Human papillomavirus Year8 cervical cancer, some cancers of
(HPV) vaccine the head and neck, some genital

cancers and genital warts

Meningococcal groups A, C, W
MenACWY vaccine Year 9 and Y (which can cause meningitis
and septicaemia)

3in 1 teenage booster

(TaAPV) Year 9 Tetanus, diphtheria and polio

MMR - for those that have Catch-up - offered
not had 2 doses of MMR opportunistically

Measles, mumps and rubella

Catch-up opportunities, either as additional
visits or when the immunisation team is already

coming into the school, may be offered for those
who have missed out on their vaccinations.

Further information on supporting immunisation in education
and child care settings, including colleges and universities
can be found at: www.gov.uk/government/publications/
health-p ti-lri-salicols-andzath il iliti
supporting-i isation-pi

6= i Briefing for schools

.» Cornwall & Devon _4
School Age Immunisation Service

Did you know children
are offered these
routine vaccinations
at school?

@" FLU: Reception - Year 11
&) MMR: Catch-up
HPV: Year 8 - Year 11
Meningitis ACWY: Year 9 - Year 11

Diphtheria, Tetanus, Polio (DTP): HPV
Year 9 - Year 11 MENINGITIS
g

\ ACWY

DIPHTHERIA,
TETANUS,
POLIO (DTP)

Contact us for further information,
to check your child’s vaccination status,
or book a catch up cl 2

01392 342678

Ithcic.schooli levon@nhs.net
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